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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examinees amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Charles Leeck on January 18, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In line 1 of the Abstract, delete "Disclosed is" and replace "a" with "A". 
Replace the claims filed 12/15/04 with the following claims: 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/605,1 1 7 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3671 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently amended) A The pier system^ according to claim 1 , furth e r comprising; 

a shelf beam having a side panel and a shelf member connected substantially along the 
length of the side panel; 

at least one support post, coupled to the side panel of the shelf beam; 

a decking unit capable of resting upon the shelf member of the shelf beam; and 

' a sleeve axially slidable onto each support post, which is attached to the respective 
support post, and to which is attached the respective shelf beam. 

3. (Currently amended) The pier system according to claim ±2, further comprising 
fasteners for coupling the side panel of each shelf beam to at least one support post. 

4. (Currently amended) The pier system according to claim 4-2, wherein the shelf beam is 
made of extruded aluminum. 

5. (Currently amended) The pier system according to claim 4-2, wherein the ratio of the 
length of the side panel above the shelf member to the length of the side panel below 
the shelf member is at least 1:1. 
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6. (Currently amended) The pier system according to claim 4-2, wherein the ratio of the 
length of the side panel above the shelf member to the length of the side panel below 
the shelf member is at least 5:1. 

7. (Currently amended) The pier system according to claim ±2, wherein the decking unit 
is substantially triangular. 

8. (Currently amended) The pier system according to claim 4-2, further comprising: 

a support bar coupled to the shelf members, which is capable of spanning the distance 
between two points on the shelf members of the beams; and 

a plurality of support bar fasteners for fixedly coupling the support bar to the shelf 
members. 

9. (Currently amended) The pier system according to claim ±2, further comprising: 

an inverted truss having a main crossbeam coupled to the shelf members, the main 
crossbeam of which is capable of spanning the distance between two points on the shelf 
members of the beams; and 

a plurality of truss fasteners for fixedly coupling the truss to the shelf members. 

10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Original) The pier system according to claim 9, wherein the truss contains aluminum. 
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12. (Currently amended) The pier system according to claim 9, wherein the truss is in the 
shape of an isosceles triangle42; and 

the main crossbeam of the truss is perpendicularly, fixedly coupled to at least one support 

tie. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently amended) A pier system, according to claim 13, furth e r comprising: 

at least two shelf beams, each having a side panel and a shelf member connected 
substantially along the length of the side panel; ' 

at least two support posts, coupled to the side panel of each of the shelf beams; 

a decking unit capable of resting upon the shelf members of the at least two shelf beams; 

an inverted truss having a main crossbeam coupled to the shelf members, the main 
crossbeam of which is capable of spanning the distance between two points on the shelf 
members of the beams; and 

at least two decking units, wherein the first decking unit is substantially rectangular in 
shape and the second decking unit is substantially trapezoid in shape. 

15. (Currently amended) A method of constructing a pier system, comprising: 
erecting a first pier frame by coupling at least two shelf beams to at least two support 

posts; 
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positioning a sleeve axially slidable onto each support post, which is attached to the 
respective support post, and to which is attached the respective shelf beam; and 

positioning a first decking unit upon the first pier frame, whereby the first decking unit 
rests upon the at least a shelf members of the beams. 

16. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 4415, further comprising: 

coupling a second pier frame to the first pier frame, whereby the length of the pier system 
is extended by one module; 

positioning a second decking unit upon the second pier frame; and 

repeating the extension of pier frames and positioning of decking units until a pier system 
of desired size is achieved. 

17. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 4415, wherein a flotation 
device is coupled to each pier frame and decking unit, whereby the flotation device 
buoys the shelf beams and decking unit. 



18. 



(Cancelled) 



19. 



(Cancelled) 



20. 



(Cancelled) 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Alexandra Pechhold whose telephone number is (703) 305-0870. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Thurs. from 8:00am to 5:30pm and alternating Fridays from 8:00am to 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Thomas B. Will, can be reached on (703)308-3870. The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 872- 
9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the states of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone^u/mbe^is (703) 308-1 113. 
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